
 

 

 

Recreation Infrastructure Grant Program 

ISSUE 

The Recreation Infrastructure Grant Program was established to provide cost share funding to 
cities, counties, County Conservation Boards, or other organizations wanting to build or 
restore recreational facilities.  This Issue Review provides an overview of the Program.  

AFFECTED AGENCIES 

Department of Natural Resources 

CODE AUTHORITY 

Chapter 571, Iowa Administrative Code 

BACKGROUND 

The Recreation Infrastructure Grants Program was established by the General Assembly for 
FY 1999 in SF 2381, Infrastructure Appropriations Act, by providing an appropriation of $2.5 
million for the Program from the Rebuild Iowa Infrastructure Fund.  The Program provides a 
State match of one dollar for every two dollars raised by the grant applicant.  The minimum 
grant amount is $2,500 and the maximum grant amount is $100,000.   

The Department of Natural Resources is responsible for the administration of the Program 
and adopted administrative rules for disbursement of funds that became effective August 21, 
1998.     

CURRENT SITUATION 

Initial grant applications were due September 1, 1998.  A Review and Selection Committee, 
consisting of six members appointed by the Director of the Department of Natural Resources, 
reviewed the applications received for FY 1999.  The Committee used a numerical rating 
system to determine which applications would receive grants.  The following weight factors 
were used: 

• Public demand or need – weight factor of 2  
• Quality of site or project – weight factor of 3  
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• Urgency of proposed project – weight factor of 2 
• Multiple benefits provided – weight factor of 2  
• Relationship to Statewide plans – weight factor of 1 
• Conformance to local/regional plans – weight factor of 2  
• Economic benefits to local economies – weight factor of 1 
• Geographic distribution – weight factor of 1  

Each criteria received a score between 1 and 10 (1 the lowest and 10 the highest).  The criteria 
score was multiplied by the weight factor to get the weighted score for those criteria.  The average 
score was determined by adding up the weighted scores for the project.  Of the projects receiving 
grants, the highest average score was 95.40 and the lowest was 73.83.     

There were 159 applications received with total grants requested of $7.5 million.  Fifty three  
projects received full funding and one project was offered a reduced level of funding for a total of 
$2.5 million.  These projects were approved at the November 1998 Natural Resource Commission 
meeting.  Refer to Attachment A for a listing of the grants awarded.  The following map identifies 
the locations of the cities or County Conservation Boards that were awarded grants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CCB = County Conservation Board 
Source:  Department of Natural Resources  
As of April 1, 1999, applicants were required to send the Department of Natural Resources proof 
that funding is available for the project.  Proof of funding includes a letter of intent stating that 
project funds are included in the requesting entity’s budget.  Persons required to sign the letter 
include the Mayor, Chairperson of the Board of Supervisors, Chairperson of the County 
Conservation Board, Chief Executive Officer or Chief Financial Officer.  Applicants not making this 

Recreation Infrastructure Grants Awarded in FY 1999

CLINTON CCB

UNION CCB LUCAS CCB

HOWARD CCB

HARDIN CCB
WOODBURY CCB

TAMA CCB

DES MOINES CCB -- 2 GRANTS

LINN CCB

HAMILTON CCB

POLK CCBGUTHRIE CCB
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information available are removed from the approved grant list.  As of April 1, 1999, the Department 
received letters of intent for all awarded grants.  

ALTERNATIVES 

If all projects received funding, the Recreation Infrastructure Grant Program would need an 
additional $5.0 million in funding.  

BUDGET IMPACT 

The General Assembly appropriated $3.5 million for FY 2000 and $3.5 million for FY 2001 in House 
File 772, Infrastructure Appropriations Act, from the Rebuild Iowa Infrastructure Fund for this 
Program.  The Act specifies that special consideration be given to recreational facility projects that 
involve participation by the public or private sector.  The Governor vetoed the FY 2001 
appropriation. 

Grant proposals for FY 2000 are due to the Department of Natural Resources by September 1, 
1999.  The Natural Resource Commission will approve the projects selected by the Review and 
Selection Committee at the November 1999 meeting.  
 
STAFF CONTACT:  Deb Kozel (Ext. 16767) 
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